
THREATS

Paired for life, both male 
and female 'elepaio 

BUILD NESTS,
INCUBATE EGGS
& FEED CHICKS

RATS, CATS, 
avian disease & 
fire are today’s 
greatest threats 
to ‘elepaio 

GUARDIAN SPIRIT TO HAWAIIAN CANOE MAKERS, 
the ‘elepaio helped judge the quality of koa trees 
for making canoes. An insect-eater, the ‘elepaio 
helped canoe-makers identify quality wood. If the 
bird pecked at the tree, the wood was considered 
poor quality. If it simply landed and sang, the 
wood was considered sound.

O‘ahu  ‘elepaio
Chasiempis ibidis

‘Ua ‘elepaio ‘ia ka wa‘a
The canoe is marked by the ‘elepaio
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Canoe-building...to nest building

It takes an ‘elepaio pair a 
week to construct their tidy, 
cup-shaped nest which is 
held together by spider silk.  
Birds have been observed 
twirling the silk around 
their beaks after capturing 
a spider and then using it 
to tightly cement nesting 
materials, which include 
grasses, rootlets, mosses 
and lichens.

MIST NETTING
A light mesh net is suspended 
between two poles to gently 
capture birds in flight.

BANDING
Birds are marked with tiny, 
lightweight plastic bands, which 
help scientists identify individuals.

MEASUREMENTS
Scientists collect data on the bill, 
leg and body lengths of the birds 
using measuring calipers. 

RAT TRAPPING GRIDS
Extensive networks of rat traps are 
placed throughout the ‘elepaio 
habitat to suppress rat populations.

FIRE PREVENTION
Army staff control invasive grasses 
and create fire breaks to prevent 
fires from spreading.

Help protect the O‘ahu  ‘elepaio 
and other endangered species

• Don’t release pets into the wild.  
Pets can harm fragile Hawaiian 
ecosystems and their inhabitants.

• Wash your boots. Mud can hide 
weedy seeds, which can spread 
invasive and flammable weeds.

• Plant native.  Native Hawaiian 
plants are great for landscaping.  
Non-native plants can escape 
yards and become a problem in 
the wild.

How does the Army manage ‘elepaio? 


